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La Scrittura Latina nell'Eta Eomana . . . con Appendice biblio- 
grafica (32 Illustrazioni). Luigi Schiaparelli. Como 
1921, Ostinelli di Cesare Nani e Co. Price in Italy 20 
lire; for abroad, 20 gold francs. Pp. 207. 

This is Vol. I of the new Auxilia ad Pes Italicas Medii Aevi 
exquirendas in usum scholarum instructa et collecta: Schiapa- 
relli, the learned and prolific Professor of Palaeography and 
Diplomatics at the Florence Institute of Higher Studies, is also 
to edit Vol. II (Eaccolta di Documenti Latini, fasc. I, dal II 
sec. a. C. al VII sec. d. C). The series is dedicated to the fos- 
tering of historical studies in the New Italy ; but Vol. I appeals 
to all students of the history of writing. It is a full account, 
with exhaustive bibliography, lists of MSS, fragments, etc. of 
all our sources for the study of early book-hands. Schiaparelli 
concludes that from the archaic monumental capital are derived 
the elegant and the rustic monumental capital, and the cursive 
monumental capital and majuscule hands. The former passed 
over into books, the latter into documents. So in MSS we find 
the elegant and the rustic capital, in charters the cursive capital 
and majuscule (Pompeian and Dacian wax tablets). This last 
develops into the cursive minuscule. Mixed forms now arise — 
semi-cursive capital (papyrus de bello Actiaco), majuscule (Ul- 
pian (?) fragment in Payum Towns, Plate V, No. X) and 
minuscule (glosses of Bembine Terence) ; archaic or rustic 
semi-uncial (Oxyrhynchus Livy epitome) ; and from this last, 
the uncial and semi-uncial book-hands. He combats the theory 
of Giry and Grand, and Traube, that the semi-uncial is a Christ- 
ian development. The illustrations are taken from Wessely, etc. ; 
there are numerous tables of forms of letters. The bibliography is 
admirable, and mentions several recent items new to most of us. 
The book is a thoughtful and valuable contribution to the cri- 
tique of Latin palaeography. 

Charles Upson Clark. 

North Hatley, Quebec. 



Cicero : A Biography. By Torsten Petersson. University of 
California Press, 1920. 699 pp. 

New biographies of Cicero are coming out in rapid succes- 
sion but what we really need still fails to appear. The general 
reader deserves to have a book cast in the mold — somewhat en- 
larged — of Strachan-Davidson's biography but with more gen- 
erous attention to Cicero's literary work. The advanced scholar 



